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Religions  in  the  modern  Middle  East  
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Christianity  in  the  medieval  Middle  East  



Source:  http://www.freeworldmaps.net/middleeast/physical.html    
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The  life  of  Qays Abd  al-Masih  

MS  Sinai  Arabic  542,  ff.  64v-‐65r.    
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Monastery  of  St  Catherine  on  the  Sinai,  Egypt  
  

Source:  Berthold  Werner  through  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Sinai      

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Sinai


The  life  of  Dahhak/Bacchus  

From  the  first  and  only  edition  of  the  text:  François  Combefis,  Christi  martyrum  lecta  trias  (Paris,  1666),  pp.  60-‐61.  



Monastery  of  Mar  Sabas  in  the  Judean  desert  
  

Source:  http://www.zastavki.com/eng/World/Israel/wallpaper-‐7612.htm    
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The  life  of  Rawh/Anthony  
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The  life  of  Muzahim  /  George  

MS  Coptic  Museum  Hist.  469,  ff.  318v-‐319r.  Image  courtesy  of  the  Brown  Collection  of  Brigham  Young  University.  



The  Monastery  of    
Mar  Mina  in  Maryut  



The  life  of  Ibn  Radja   

MS  Sbath  1004,  ff.  85v-‐86r.  Image  courtesy  of  the  Fondation  Georges  et  Mathilde  Salem  (Aleppo)    
and  the  Hill  Museum  and  Manuscript  Library.  



The  Hanging  Church    
in  Cairo  

Source:  Berthold  Werner  and  Carsten  Whimster  through  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Hanging_Church    
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Orthodox  ritual  for  converting  heretics  

MS  Bodleian  Hunt.  478,  ff.  312v-‐313r.  Image  courtesy  of  the  Bodleian  Library,  Oxford.  



Coptic  ritual  for  recanting  apostates  

MS  Bodleian  Marshall  Or.  50,  ff.  87v-‐88r.  Image  courtesy  of  the  Bodleian  Library,  Oxford.  



Ibn  Radja The  Book  of  al-Wadih  

MS  Sbath  1004,  ff.  111v-‐112r.  Image  courtesy  of  the  Fondation  Georges  et  Mathilde  Salem  
(Aleppo)  and  the  Hill  Museum  and  Manuscript  Library.    



Ibn  Radja The  Book  of  al-Wadih  

 

  

In the name of the Father, the Father of the epochs, the Son, the Son 
of the resurrection, and the Holy Spirit who revives those 
entombed, the One in Trinity, the Three in Unity, the Lord of lords, 
God of the world and the ages, who created us from dust, who 
formed us in wombs and loins, who gave us ears, eyes, hearts, and 
minds, and who made us into the best of mankind.  

We believed in Him without seeing Him with our own eyes or 
witnessing Him with certainty and He favored us over all his 
creation for that. He showed us the paths of truth and removed from 
us the ways of ignorance. He showed us the signs of his power, the 
wonders of his making, and the vestiges of his wisdom and 
bestowed them on us as manifestation and demonstration of his 
lordship and divinity in his grace and mercy. He gave us the Gospel 
as a leader to guide us, as a lamp to illuminate us with its light, as a 
refuge to consult it in matters of our religion, and as a vizier for us 

luminous lamp, leading his saints and guiding them to the gardens 
of pleasure.  

The blessing of God, may his glory increase, abounds on us and his 
proof is manifest and profound for us. We praise Him for his 
manifest favor and thank Him for his successive good deeds. We 
ask Him to help us stand firmly in what He bestowed on us and 
succeed in the words and the deeds that bring us near Him until He 
seals us with his noble seal and gathers for us the good of this world 
and the next in his grace. He is merciful and compassionate. 
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In the name of the Father, the Father of the epochs, the Son, the Son 
of the resurrection, and the Holy Spirit who revives those 
entombed, the One in Trinity, the Three in Unity, the Lord of lords, 
God of the world and the ages, who created us from dust, who 
formed us in wombs and loins, who gave us ears, eyes, hearts, and 
minds, and who made us into the best of mankind.  

We believed in Him without seeing Him with our own eyes or 
witnessing Him with certainty and He favored us over all his 
creation for that. He showed us the paths of truth and removed from 
us the ways of ignorance. He showed us the signs of his power, the 
wonders of his making, and the vestiges of his wisdom and 
bestowed them on us as manifestation and demonstration of his 
lordship and divinity in his grace and mercy. He gave us the Gospel 
as a leader to guide us, as a lamp to illuminate us with its light, as a 
refuge to consult it in matters of our religion, and as a vizier for us 
to lean on in the obedience of our Lord. It is 
luminous lamp, leading his saints and guiding them to the gardens 
of pleasure.  

The blessing of God, may his glory increase, abounds on us and his 
proof is manifest and profound for us. We praise Him for his 
manifest favor and thank Him for his successive good deeds. We 
ask Him to help us stand firmly in what He bestowed on us and 
succeed in the words and the deeds that bring us near Him until He 
seals us with his noble seal and gathers for us the good of this world 
and the next in his grace. He is merciful and compassionate. 
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